-
218
ENHANCING OPEN AND ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNMENT.

Discussion paper. Review of the Freedom of Information Act. 1992.

" Discussion;

"Should external review be conducted by the Ombudsman, the Information Commissioner or
by an Adminisiration Tribunal ?  What are the advantages/disadvantages of each method
of providing external review?"

SUBMISSION FROM G. COULSON.

In the interests of impartial decision making there should be an Administration Tribunal
that comprises citizens qualified to make decisions that relate to the problem before them

It would probably be wise to change the members on a regular basis to stop anyone building
up a power base.

It is important that the Administration Tribunal NOT have at its head any official
appointed by what ever government is in power at the time.

There should not be any chance of political influence on the decisions.

It would appear to be not possible for totally independent decisions to be made by the head of
the Ombudsman's office or the Freedom of Information Commissioner when the head is
appoinied by the Government of the day.

The Government holds the key to Ombudsman / Freedom of Information Commissioner's
future of promotion or being sent to a neverland because of a decision which the
Government does not like.

Citizens need to be able to rely on decisions being made on factual evidence.

In a case where the evidence indicates a decision thai the Government of the day does not
want, that unfairly puts the Ombudsman/ Freedom of Information Commissioner in-an
unhappy position. Whether to go along with evidence his staff have uncovered that would
annoy the Government which appointed him, or ignote the evidence and deny justice toa
citizen. .

G. Coulson. 8%
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